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M. Walter Bronescombe, Exeter, 10 March 1258-2 July 1280. A
native of Exeter, he owed his first benefices to the patronage of
William Raleigh (q.v.). (Cal. Papal Letters^ 279 ; C.P.R. iii.
530.) He probably started as his clerk. He became attached to
the royal court after the successful part he played in the postula-
tion of Aymer to Winchester in 1250. (Close Rolls (1247-51),
pp. 3765 380, 416.) In 1251 he was sent to take charge of the
king's affairs at the papal court. (C.P.R. ii. 118; cf. ibid,,
p. 530.) See below, pp. 196, 199.

M. Simon Walton, Norwich, 10 March 1258-2 Jan* 1266.
Called clericus regis in 1206, when he was presented by King John
to a benefice. (Foss, Judges ii. 509.) From 1246 did judicial work;
by 1257 ^e seems to have become the chief justice of the bench,
(Ibid.)

Robert Chause, Carlisle, 14 April 1258-Sept. 1278. Attached
to the queen's household in some capacity, being called by
different authorities c treasurer ', c clerk ', and c physician '. (Chron.
Ma], v. 6785 Ann. Mon. iv. in (Wykes); Chron. Laner-
cost) p. 10 1 ; cf. Tout, Administrative History^ v. 234-5.) An
entry of 29 Sept. 1257, on tne Patent Rolls, describes him as
c king's clerk '. (C.P.R. ii. 580.)

M.  Henry  Wengham,  London,  15 Feb.  1260-13 Juty
Henry appears as exchequer clerk in 1241. King's escheator
from 1245 until 20 July 1251, when the last man date addressed to
him as such was written. (Foss, Judges ^ ii. 521 $ Close Rolls
(1247-51), passim to p. 477 ; C.P.R. ii. 188.) In 1252 he was
sent to Gascony as the king's chamberlain in Gascony to inquire
into the causes of complaint against Simon de Montfort. He was
there until June. (Chron. Maj, v. 276 ; C.P.R. ii. 125, 143.)
Thenceforward Patent and Close Rolls illustrate his close atten-
dance on the king as chricus regis.
His position at court can be judged by his constant association
with John Mansell, Peter Chacepore, and of Kilkenny, the
c Chancellor ' and also by a steady flow of benefices granted to him
by Henry III. In Jan. 1255 ne succeeded M. William of Kil-
kenny as c Keeper of the Seal '. (C.P.R. ii. 393.) He remained
as keeper or chancellor until 17 Oct. 1260. (Dibben, op. cit,
P- 47-)
Aymer of Valence, Winchester. Postulated 1250, consecrated
1 6 May 1260, died 4 Dec. 1260. Son of Isabella of Angoul&ne
and Hugh of la Marche, and half brother of Henry III.